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Liberty Mutual to present Nov. 10
The featured speakers for the November meeting [Nov. 10] will 

be representatives of Liberty Mutual Insurance Company.  They gave 
a very interesting presentation on Insurance last spring.  At that time, 
the company was still working out the details of a discount insurance 
program for CAHA members.  

That program has now been finalized, and a significant number 
of board members – me included – have switched our insurance to Liberty Mutual to take 
advantage of the savings offered.

With that in mind, we have arranged for a return visit so that more CAHA members can 
find out about the benefits of this group-discount program.  In addition, the presentation last 
spring provided valuable information about some of the less appreciated – but still important 
– details about insurance.

New smoke detector and CO detector laws
In his last Ask the Lawyer column, Eric Dick addressed the new laws about smoke 

detectors and carbon monoxide [CO] detectors.  These laws are a significant departure from 
the laws as they have been.  

The new laws are 25 M.R.S.A. §2464 ss 10, and 25 M.R.S.A. §2468 ss 6 – one dealing 
with smoke detectors, one with carbon monoxide.  There does NOT seem to be any provision 
for ‘grandfathering’ with regard to rental properties, and some rental properties previously 
exempt from the provisions no longer are.

There is up to a $500 fine for violations, so it behooves us to pay attention.  Significant 
provisions are that the detector[s] must be powered by house wiring, with a back-up battery, 
and that the smoke detector must be the photo-electric type if it is located within 20 feet of a 
kitchen or a bathroom containing a tub or shower.

There are a number of combination units for both fire and CO.  The thing you need 
to pay attention to is the TYPE of fire-detection provided.  A lot of the combination units 
use ionization, rather than photo-electric, for their fire detection.  That’s fine as long as it’s 
MORE THAN 20 feet away from a bathroom or kitchen.  Otherwise you need the photo-
electric type.

After searching on-line – without success – for a unit that incorporated all of my needs: 
AC-powered with battery back-up, photo-electric fire, and CO, I finally called a manufacturer 
and got a model number.  First Alert model SC7010B met all my requirements.  It wasn’t 



A new law became effective September 12, 2009 that prohibits restriction by law, 
ordinance, regulation, deed, covenant or contract on the installation and use of solar 
collectors, clothes lines and other equipment for the solar drying of clothing.

§10009 is part of Chapter 95 of Title 35-A M.R.S.A. addressing issues involving energy efficiency.  
The new §10009 specifically prohibits restrictions against the use of solar collectors and equipment 
for solar drying of clothing only by “a public or private entity” and does not apply to individuals at 
present.  The terms “public entity” and “private entity” are not specifically defined by Chapter 95.  
However, elsewhere in the state statutes a “public entity” includes the state and all of its departments, 
agencies or authorities, as well as a county, municipality, school district or any other regional political 
or administrative sub-division.  By one definition, the University of Maine System, Maine Maritime Academy and Maine 
Community College System are also included.

A “private entity” appears to envelop any entity other than a public entity.  Thus, at present, the new law does not 
apply to landlords who hold their rental property in their own individual name.  However, the law will apply to a landlord 
that owns and controls their rental property through a private entity such as a Corporation, Limited Liability Company, a 
Trust or a Limited Partnership.  Such entities may not adopt or enforce any rule, deed restriction, contract or other binding 
agreement that prohibits or has the effect of prohibiting a person from installing or using solar collectors, clothes lines or 
other equipment for the solar drying of clothing.  The statute is broad 
enough to encompass not only residential properties owned by a 
private entity landlord, but also mobile home parks and condominium 
associations where occupants own their dwellings, and even 
commercial properties owned or operated by a private entity.

Everyone is familiar with the old fashioned clothes line, but new 
fangled devices are substantially larger and more complex.  Most 
involve a panel or other type of solar collector that captures the sun’s 
rays to heat a thermal mass, pass hot air over wet clothing, or to dry out 
and thereby recycle a desiccant that is used to draw moisture from a 
container of wet clothes.

An entity may limit the installation and use of such equipment 
and clothes lines only when necessary to protect access to buildings, to 
protect historic or aesthetic values, or to insure rapid evacuation of a 
building in case of fire or other emergency.  However, in such instance, 
the entity must provide an alternative that does not impair the effective 
installation and use of such equipment and clothes lines.  In the event of litigation involving the provisions of §10009, the 
prevailing party is entitled to recover costs and reasonable attorney’s fees.
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Disclaimer: For general 
information of CAHA 

members; not intended 
as legal advice. Consult 

a lawyer for your specific 
situation © 2008 Eric S. 

Dick, Esq., Augusta, Maine
(207) 622-5872.

Ask the Lawyer
New law affects equipment used for solar clothes drying

CORRECTION
“The October 2009 column incorrectly 
stated that after October 31, 2009 a seller 
must provide a certification that each 
dwelling or apartment contains the carbon 
monoxide detectors and smoke detectors 
required by law.  The new statutory 
provisions require that the purchaser, or 
person acquiring a single family dwelling 
or multiapartment building by sale or 

exchange, provide such certification.”

cheap – a bit north of $60 plus shipping.  There may be other 
manufacturers and models out there, and my mentioning of a specific 
brand and model is NOT presented as either an endorsement or 
recommendation.  It is for information only.

These new requirements are effective November 1, 2009, so it’s 
something you probably need to take care of soon.  We were hoping to 
schedule a representative from the State Fire Marshal’s office for our 
Dec. 8 meeting to answer any questions.  Alas, they aren’t available 
then, but we will try to do some research on the law so that we will 
be able to answer your questions.  That meeting will also be when we 
present candidates for election to the board, so if you’re considering 
running, please make that interest known ASAP.

Model lease and eviction manual updates
 We have just received the latest update to CAHA’s model lease 

and eviction manual.  Because of the size of these documents, and the 
expense of having them updated, we are trying to avoid the additional 
cost of having them printed.

They will be available [as PDFs] to CAHA members as an e-mail 
file attachment for $10 each.  The PDFs will also be available as a CD 
for $15 each – both for $25 – which includes postage and handling.  
They are also available to people who are not CAHA members for $50 
each – both for $80.   

Requests for these documents should include a check for the 
appropriate amount.  People without computers can get the PDF 
printed out at various office-supply or copier stores.

I regret that this column has been heavy on technical detail, but 
it’s important stuff.  Take care . . .

President’s Message, continued from front

Hal Booth
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Minutes of Regular Meeting
Capital Area Housing Association (CAHA)

Held at KV Federal Credit Union
October 13, 2009

President Harold Booth opened the meeting at 
7:15 p.m.  It was established that a quorum was pres-
ent.  

The meeting began with the business portion.  Mo-
tion was made by Charlie Anderson, and seconded by 
Ratna Don, to approve the minutes of the June 9,

2009 Board Meeting  as written in the September 
8, 2009 newsletter.  

Emmy Swanton distributed the Treasurer’s report, 
which showed a total balance of $44,154.58 ($24,000 
of which was divided into four CD’s at $6,000 each). 
In addition, CAHA has a $10,000 bond. Motion was 
made by Charlie Anderson, and seconded by Christos 
Karagiannes, to approve the Treasurer’s report. The 
Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented.

President Booth stated that although the represen-
tative from J & S oil, CAHA’s selected oil supplier, had 
confirmed in her phone conversation with him that 
morning that she would be at the meeting regardless 
of not feeling well, she evidently succumbed to her ill 
health.  She did not attend the meeting, nor did she 
inform him she would not be attending, nor did she 
send a substitute representative in her place.

President Booth next directed our attention to Eric 
Dick’s column in the October 13, 2009 newsletter, as 
new laws become effective as of October 31,

2009 concerning new requirements for carbon 
monoxide detectors and smoke detectors.  President 
Booth supplied a website that carried the detectors that 
were in compliance with the state law. The web site is 
http://www.readywholesaleelectric.com. 

Charlie Anderson brought up a discussion con-
cerning the work Eric Dick, Esq., did on updating 
CAHA’s Model Lease of about 70 pages and CAHA’s 
Eviction Notice Manual of about 40 pages.  President 
Booth stated that the board members will further 
discuss the $5,000 charge Eric had submitted to them 
for the length of time it took him to do those updates.  
It is coming to the fact that the manuals will no longer 
be free to the CAHA members, nor will they be distrib-
uted in paper form, but will be put on a CD.

Sign-in sheet indicated 10 members attended.  Rob-
ert Berry won the $25 door prize.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
	 Respectfully submitted,
	 Barbara A. Eckhardt, Secretary

Minutes of Board Meeting
Capital Area Housing Authority (CAHA)

Held at Lucky Garden Restaurant, Hallowell
September 22, 2009

After a social time, President Harold Booth called the meet-
ing to order at 5:50 p.m. with the following present:  

Vice President & Board member, Charlie Anderson
Secretary & Board member, Barbara Eckhardt
Treasurer & Board member, Emmy Swanton

Board Member, Stefanie Barley
Board Member, Ratna Don

Board Member, Ramona Venskus
Board Member, Venita Barley

There were no motions made at the September 22, 2009 
meeting, although several topics were discussed.  The topics 
were the new lease and eviction manual revisions, Eric Dick’s 
bill for his work for revising them, the possibility of selling the 
PDF file, the new laws concerning carbon monoxide detectors 
and Radon testing, and the concept of paying officers. Upcom-
ing topics for future discussion were the data base management 
going out to bid, the annual meeting program, discussing new 
board members in December, and Hal Booth as ex officio in 
2010.

President Booth opened the meeting with a discussion 
regarding the revisions of the lease.  Charlie informed everyone 
that after searching the lease, he found no mention of carbon 
monoxide detectors, or the new Radon law coming into effect 
in 2010.  Barbara presented the Board  with a copy of the new 
Maine Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide Law, which can 
be downloaded from the State Fire Marshal’s Office website.  
President Booth stated he would inform Eric to include both 
those two laws in the revised lease.

President Booth brought to our attention that Eric’s bill of 
$6,000 exceeded the $2,500 estimated amount for the revision 
of the lease and eviction manual.  Charlie recommended that 
the Board look into the idea of selling the PDF file state-wide to 
make up for the cost of the revisions.  Ratna reminded every-
one of the high cost it would be for CAHA if the PDF file were 
advertised state-wide.  Charlie suggested that President Booth 
talk with Eric about the work he did on the lease and eviction 
notice to warrant his excessive bill. 

President Booth felt we should consider the concept of 
monetary payment for the officers serving CAHA.  He stated 
he remembered reading such a concept in the by-laws for the 
board members.  Ratna reminded us that only three officers 
serve CAHA, but board members serve too.  After a thoughtful 
discussion, it was the consensus that the officers were perfectly 
satisfied with having their membership dues waived and having 
free meals at board meetings as enough compensation for their 
service to CAHA.

President Booth brought forth topics for future discussion 
as mentioned above in the first paragraph:  Ramona suggested 
that Doug Barley of Maine Housing present their new website 
for all vacant housing units in the state of Maine at the annual 
meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
			   Respectfully submitted,
			   Barbara A. Eckhardt, Secretary



Capital Area Housing Association
Post Office Box 2901
Augusta, ME 04338-2901

CAHA Newsletter • November 2009

On Top, Inc.
(207) 622-7037 or (207) 622-7376

75 Court St., Augusta, ME
Screen printing & embroidery 

services.
10% discount from normal

wholesale price

Sprague & Curtis Real Estate
Great People • Great Places

Jim Pepin
623-1123 ext 217 (w) • 626-0413 (h)

Fax: 623-2071 • Cell: 242-3015
75 Western Avenue • Augusta, ME 04330-7288

email: jim@spragueandcurtis.com

Sherwin Williams
Paint + Paint Supplies

(207) 622-6818
sw5736@sherwin.com

20-40% discounts & free delivery!

A1 Affordable Home Inspection
(207) 215-7907

Home inspections, annual preventive 
home inspections, energy evaluation.
mike@a1affordablehomeinspection.com

$25.00 off home inspection.
10% off other services.

Tim Dennett + Co.
(207) 242-8499

timdtcco@aol.com
Home & apartment maintenance,

both inside and out.
Now offering snow-plowing!!!
10% discount on materials

R&R Property Management
Home & Apartment

Maintenance/Remodeling
Snow Plowing & Sanding

(207) 485-1237
rjordan@rrpropertymanagement.biz

10% discount on labor

Kennebec Property Mngt., LLC
Property Management, Residential 
& Commercial, Leasing/Portfolio 

Development, Full or Partial Service
kennebecpropertymanagement@yahoo.com

(207) 333-1855
25% off leasing

Newcomer Relocation Services
“Upscale Rentals”

Phone/Fax: 622-4312 – Cell: 446-4312
ramona@NewcomerRelocation.com
www.NewcomerRelocation.com

No application fee for CAHA members

J.C. Stone, Inc.
(207) 549-4729

stonecenter@jcstoneinc.com
10% discount on landscape products.
“We carry wallstones, flagstone, patio 

stones, garden accents & more!”

Northeast Bank
(207) 623-0303 • Cell: (207) 446-0990

Mortgage loans for residential and 
investment properties

ssachs@northeastbank.com
$250.00 discount on already low 

closing costs.

Agren Appliance
(207) 622-2244

eseiler@agrenapplicance.com
5% off HDTVs • Appliance package 

discount • 10-year major comp. 
warranty on $299+ appliances

agrenappliance.com

This space could be yours!

Downeast Energy
(207) 622-7521

Heating oil, propane
& service contracts

mboucher@downeastenergy.com
Please call for program details.

Bob Philbrick Well Drilling
(207) 623-8603

rephilbrick@yahoo.com
10% off pumps & wells

(contractor prices)
“Maine’s largest installer & designer

of geothermal systems.”

Eric S. Dick, Esq.
Farris, Foley & Dick, P.A.

(207) 622-5872
ffdlaw@gwi.net

Discount off regular hourly
rate to CAHA member on
landlord/tenant matters

Winslow Aluminum Inc.
Vassalboro, ME
(800) 924-0412

winslowaluminum@yahoo.com
30% off list price of replacement 

windows

Vallee Property Management, LLC
Rentals & Property Management

vpmmel@valleerealestate.com
www.vpm.me

(207) 620-7500
$50.00 off placement fee

to CAHA Members

*Oil *Propane * Service & Install
Our Family & Employee-Owned Maine Company 

Thanks You For Your Business
Augusta Area: 626-2714 Waterville Area: 872-2714


