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Vice President’s Message:

January
2008 Newsletter

The board has been busy this fall revising the Bylaws. These 
proposed revisions will printed in an upcoming newsletter, with 

opportunity for discussion at the March and April regular CAHA 
meetings, with a vote on their adoption by those present at the 
meetings. Since CAHA is governed by its members, your input at the 
discussions at those meetings is an important part of making sure that 
the organization properly reflects the wishes of its members. 

Also this fall, your board authorized the expenditure of some CAHA 
funds to hire a lawyer, our own Eric Dick, to represent us at the Augusta 
City Council discussion on the granting of a TIF [Tax Increment 
Financing] for the construction of some apartments in Augusta.

Our position was that granting a TIF [which is funded, ultimately, by 
all the tax-payers in Augusta] to assist in the construction of apartments, 
which will then be competing with August’s CURRENT landlords, who 
are Augusta tax-payers, was fundamentally unfair. Although individual 
CAHA members, including some board members, had contacted 
their individual City Councilors and obtained what we thought were 
promises to vote against the TIF, it ultimately was passed by the City 
Council. 

The January CAHA meeting will feature a talk, 
and discussion, of smoke-free housing. A number 
of us prohibit smoking in our units. It will be 
interesting to hear how that has worked in other 

Vice President’s Message, continued on next page



A n n u a l  C A H A B a n q u e t  R e s e r v a t i o n  F o r m
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2008, Place: Calumet Club 

Time: Social 5:30 PM - Dinner 6:30 PM – Price: Free to CAHA members 

(Must write membership number in the Card # space)

Guests: 1st guest – $8.00 – All additional guests - $15.00

(Please no children under the age 16)

A check must accompany this reservation form and received by January 31, 2008 

Member:                                                                                                               Card #                        Free

1st Guest:                                                                                                              Price  $8.00

2nd Guest:                                                                                                              Price  $15.00

3rd Guest:                                                                                                              Price  $15.00

4th Guest:                                                                                                              Price  $15.00

5th Guest:                                                                                                              Price  $15.00

Total number attending                Total enclosed $                 (non refundable)

Deadline: Thursday, January 31, 2008 (No tickets sold at the door)

Mail to: CAHA P.O. Box 2901, Augusta, ME 04338-2901

places, and perhaps learn new ways of making sure 
our smoke-free units stay that way. 

The February meeting [Feb. 12] is our annual 
banquet where you will have the opportunity to elect 
board members for next year. There are a number of 
interesting, and interested, new candidates for your 
consideration.

In addition, there will be entertainment provided 
by Maine humorist Gary Crocker, as well as good 
food, and valuable door 
prizes. It will be at the 
Calumet Club this year.

Doors open at 5:30 with 
the dinner at 6:30. This 
year’s registration form is 
printed above. We hope to see you there.

Harold Booth, CAHA Vice President

Vice President’s Message, continued from front page

Disclaimer: For general information of CAHA 
members; not intended as legal advice. Consult a 
lawyer for your specific situation ©
2007 Eric S. Dick, Esq., Augusta, Maine
(207) 622-5872.

Ask the Lawyer
will return next month



Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting
Capital Area Housing Association (CAHA)

Held at KVFCU ~ November 27, 2007

Vice President Harold Booth called the meeting to order at 5:45pm, with the following Officers and Board members present:
Treasurer & Board Member, Ratna Don • Secretary, Louise Hinkley • Board Member, Ramona Venskus

Board Member, John Gwazdosky • Board Member, Don Gilbert

It was agreed to hold the next Board meeting on Tuesday, December 18, 2007, 5:30, at the Lucky Garden restaurant in Hallowell. Harold will call to make 
reservations.

The speaker for the December 11th regular meeting will be Mr. Leavitt from Leavitt Accounting. Ideas for future speakers included a Code Enforcement 
Officer, possibly one from Hallowell or Augusta, a representative from the Human Rights Commission, and Eric Dick on legal issues. John Gwazdosky will 
check into other possible speakers.

For the Annual Meeting, Ramona will call Gary Crocker, Maine humorist, to see if he is available. She will also contact Cheryl Dostie to see if she would 
be willing to be emcee for the Banquet and door prizes. We need to start soliciting door prizes, but let the Board know if a vendor has been contacted, so we 
don’t duplicate. Don Gilbert will check with Hammond Lumber. It was decided to continue providing the Banquet free to members, and to charge $8.00 for the 
first guest, then $15.00 for each additional guest. Don Gilbert will call Calumet Club to re-confirm, check on meal options, and find out when they need a head 
count. Information about the Annual Meeting will be published in the next two newsletters.

Ratna has moved the CAHA website from Network Solutions and cancelled the automatic renewal. The new host server is with Emoe Design, which 
costs $35.40 per year. John and/or Ratna can easily change information on the website, upload the newsletter, etc. Ratna is trying to track down the scanned 
archive of Ask the Lawyer columns. Louise moved, Don G. seconded, to approve payment of $110.40 to Emoe Design for the annual web hosting package and 
assistance in transferring the website from Network Solutions. Motion approved unanimously.

Louise moved, John G. seconded, to approve payment to Eric Dick, Esq., of $680.00 for his work and presentation to the City Council opposing TIFs to 
Cony Village. Motion passed.

Louise has not yet drafted the letter to vendors regarding ads, but plans to do so this week. She will include request for door prizes for the Annual Banquet.
The next newsletter needs to go out next week. Harold agreed to check with possible printers. For this month only, Ratna and John agreed to pull materials 

together, put in pdf format, and get it to the printer. It was agreed to dispense 
with the ads for this newsletter, and put in the registration form for the Annual 
Banquet instead. Louise will call Tiny to ask the he get his President’s message 
to John by Friday noon.

Tiny had reported to Louise that Eric Dick had agreed to review the 
proposed bylaws amendments. Louise will re-send the bylaws to Eric, with the 
official request. We will wait till January to print the proposed amendments 
with the newsletter. Ratna later expressed concern about the proposal to 
allow Past Presidents to remain members even if they do not meet eligibility 
requirements, and pointed out that other officers might be given the same 
privilege. This needs to be seriously discussed by the members at meetings 
after the bylaws proposals have been distributed.

Ratna noted that Webber Energy had requested that the daily oil prices 
NOT be posted on the website, since it is not restricted to members only. Ratna 
added a sentence instructing CAHA members to call Webber for prices.

Don Gilbert has been trying to contact previous Oil Committee members. 
Members are needed to get started on the process for the 2008-09 heating 
season. John G. volunteered, and a notice should go in the newsletter asking 
for other volunteers for the Oil Committee, as well as volunteers to serve on 
the Board of Directors. Ramona nominated Charlie Anderson, and Herbert 
Mann had expressed interest at a previous meeting. In addition, the following 
members agreed to be nominated for officers for next year:

	 President -- Harold Booth
	 Vice President -- John Gwazdosky
	 Treasurer -- Ratna Don
	 Secretary -- Louise Hinkley (although she may not be available 

much after next summer, so if anyone else has an interest, please step 
forward!!) 

Don Gilbert was the only CAHA member, other than Eric Dick, who 
attended the City Council meeting for the TIF hearing. He reported that Eric 
did a good job, especially with such short notice, but it was obvious that the 
City Council members had already made up their minds to support the deal. 
The primary beneficiary is Bread of Life.

David Jackson has submitted a bill for web hosting for the month of 
November ($49.95). Ratna will e-mail him and let him know that CAHA 
intends to pay him, but only after we receive CAHA information which he still 
has in his possession. Ratna also requested authorization to purchase a new 
battery for the CAHA cell phone, which was approved. Ratna reported that 
renewal notices will be going out next week, and he will include a registration 
form for the Annual Banquet with those notices.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

			   Respectfully submitted,
			   Louise Hinkley, Secretary

Minutes of Regular Meeting
Capital Area Housing Association (CAHA)

Held at KV Federal Credit Union ~ December 11, 2007

Vice President Harold Booth opened the meeting at 7:00. He 
announced that we had changed printers for the newsletter, and noted 
that members might notice some differences as the new process is 
worked out. Feedback is welcome. He then introduced the guest 
speaker, William Leavitt of Leavitt Accounting.

Mr. Leavitt’s main message is that the IRS is cracking down on 
non-filers, late filers and tax fraud. The new mileage rates to use for 
2007 income tax business deductions 48.5 cents per mile, but everyone 
should keep an accurate log. If office space is used in home, it is figured 
by percent of square footage of the living space. Buildings should be 
depreciated, but the value of the land cannot be depreciated (use the 
break-down percentage from property tax bill). If you pay someone 
more than $600 per year for plowing, lawn care, painting, etc., you 
must fill out a 1099, as they are considered independent contractors. 
The burden of proof is on the taxpayer, so check with your tax preparer 
or the IRS with any questions! The IRS is encouraging everyone to file 
electronically.

John Gwazdosky moved, Jean-Guy Pacquet seconded to accept 
the minutes of the November 13th meeting as printed in the newsletter. 
Motion passed. Ratna Don distributed the Treasurer’s report, which 
showed income and expenses from November 14th to December 11th, 
2007, and indicated a total balance of $ 24,687.18 ($12,207.58 of which 
is in a CD). In addition CAHA has a $10,000 bond. There are currently 
582 CAHA members. Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 

It was stressed again that CAHA needs more members to get 
involved. Don Gilbert noted that the Oil Committee is getting prepared 
for bidding from oil companies for next year’s heating season, and 
needs some volunteers. (It has since been announced that Don Gasink 
has agreed to chair the committee again). Other members include 
John Ruffing, Rick Gilbert and Jean-Guy Pacquet. Others who have 
expressed interest in running for the Board are Herbert Mann and 
Charlie Anderson

Sign in sheet indicated 13 members attending, with 99 units, and 6 
vacancies.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

			   Respectfully submitted, 
			   Louise Hinkley, Secretary



Capital Area Housing Association
Post Office Box 2901
Augusta, ME 04338-2901


